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THE IMMIGRATION QUESTION. 


Great attention is at the present moment excited towards the 
subject of immigration into the British West Indies, more espe- 
cially into the colonies of Trinidad and British Guiana. All our 
readers will recollect the early efforts of some Demerara planters 
to introduce Hill Coolies from India as labourers there, a measure 
familiarly and justly known as the Gladstone slave-trade. Sub- 
sequently to emancipation, strenuous efforts have been made to 
obtain additions to the working population in the colonies them- 
selves, both by private speculation, and by the enactment of 
public ordinances ; and these not having been as successful as the 
planters could desire, they have shifted the theatre of their ope- 
rations to this country, and are now working hard with her 
Majesty’s ministers and the public press Upon this subject they 
have shewn an anxiety somewhat unwonted, to conciliate the 
goodwill of the abolitionists, with a view of engaging their con- 
currence in an organized system of general emigration to the 
British West Indies, under the sanction and conduct of the 
government. They feel, and indeed openly acknowledge, that 
nothing can be done in such a business without the concurrence of 
the English people, and that the Anti-slavery Society possess 
much more of their confidence than themselves. It thus 
become doubly a matter of obligation and anxiety to the Com- 
mittee to sping. i whole subject under a careful and searchin 
review ; that they might neither fail of a spirit of kindness an 
goodwill to all parties, nor adopt superficial and ill-founded 
opinions. Lengthened and patient attention has the case received 
from them, and the result of their deliberations has been embodied 
in a declaration which we give below. We cannot over-rate 
its importance, or too earnestly engage to it the attention of 
all our friends. 


DECLARATION OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY COMMITTEE. 

“ The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, having received information that strenuous efforts are being 
made to obtain the sanction of government to a plan for import- 
ing labourers into our late slave colonies, to be employed chews 

ly in sugar cultivation, have taken the subject into delibe- 
rate consideration. 

“ The evidence they have collected from authentic and impar- 
tial sources, proves that almost uniformly, where the emancipated 
negro has been fairly and equitably dealt with, he has willingly 
remained on the estate of his former owner, and cheerfully per- 
formed, for very moderate wages, the most laborious part of sugar 
cultivation, in many cases to an amount exceeding what could be 
exacted from him under the severest system of coercion while 
in a state of slavery. : 

* The Committee have ascertained that the complaints which 
are made of inability to procure a sufficiency of labour mainly 
originate with those agents of non-resident proprietors, who, from 
having been long accustomed to slavery, and always bitterly 
po yor not sa Ob its abolition, but even to its amelioration, 
and from their habits and deep-rooted prejudices, are utterly 
ng ogg to secure the confidence and ‘willing industry of free 

uurers. 

“The Committee have ascertained also that the emigration 
which has taken place since 1834 to our colonies, for the purpose 
of promoting sugar cultivation, has generally been pase 5 
by much fraud and injustice, as well as by dreadful mortality to 
the parties who have been entrapped into it. 

“All the facts collected by this Committee but too plainly 
prove, that, although slavery is legally abolished in our colonies, 
its spirit yet remains in full force with a large majority of the 
dominant party, and that the free emigrant would find too late, 
that the enactments in this country of the most impartial and 
humane laws would not save him from oppression, in the present 
state of colonial feeling ; the object of those who are endeavouring 
to promote the ae xd scheme being too uprienay to depress 
the moderate an inadequate rate of wages of the present 
labouring ——-~ ; 

“The Committee cordially concur in the views hitherto ex- 
pressed by the government on this vital quéstion, as stated in the 
order in council of the 7th September, 1838, regulating contracts 
pe ‘at in oe eral of tellin in the instructions sent: out to 

e Governor-General of India, to prevent the further exportation 
of Hill Coolies from Hindostan, 


wap 
d in the late despatch of the |-instance, 
Marquis of Normanby, disallowing the : immigration ordinance of |’ 


at the present time, no general plan of emigration to the colonies 
can be proposed, either by the local 1 ures or the ietary 
interest in this country, which would not —_ the 
happiness and prosperity of a community whose iiberty has been 
purchased by the people of England at so costly a sacrifice, and 
at the same time incalculable misery to those who might 
be induced to emigrate ; and they earnestly recommend to their 
friends and correspondents throughout the country ‘to be prepated 
to mrt active i to obtain an expression of public opinion on 
this subject, should circumstances render it necessary. == = 
*« JosepH Strurer, Chairman,” 
We shall return to this subject in our next. ia 





THE STIPENDIARY MAGISTRACY IN THE 
WEST INDIES. 


Tue appointment of the Stipendiary istracy in our late 
slave-colonies has been a very sore point with the planters, from 
the commencement of the great experiment of emancipation. To 
the institution of apprenticeship it was so obviously necessary—it 
formed, indeed, so essential a part of the entire scheme—that 
there seemed no Sov nace to these reluctant gentlemen of es- 
caping ‘from it at that time ; but they were in full expectation of 
deliverance on the termination of that unnatural system. In 
some places—Jamaica particularly—their joy broke out into 
expressions of vulgar and insolent triumph. That triumph 

happily, was wove since it seemed good to the colonia 

government of that day to continue the stipendiary justices in 
their office ; but it would be an egregious mistake to imagine 
that the planters are become at all reconciled to this arrangement. 
A strenuous effort to get rid of what they deem so great a nuisance 
was made on the part of the Jamaicans, through Mr. Burge, in 
the spring of last year ; and these wily gentlemen thought he 
had succeeded, nor are we by any means sure that he did not very 
nearly succeed. We have it on unquestionable mais that 
the assembly of that island have resumed this business wi eat 
earnestness ; that they have adopted measures of inquiry, so 

which they hope will be prelimi to it ; and that they have 
instructed theisland agent to press it by all the means and arguments 
in his atte on the home government. This pliable body, we are 
assured, have even authorized Mr. Burge to promise and vow any- 
thing in their name, and — to pay all necessary justices, 
provided they may only get rid of the stipendiaries. ‘ 

On this side of the water all this will be very well understood, and 
will create no surprise. It is not necessary to suppose that the 
stipendiary magistrates have in the least degree misconducted 
themselves, in order to account for the hatred of the plantocracy 
towards them. The very work they had to do must have been 

table to this party ; since it was—one-half of it at least— 
to: see gat justice was done by them to persons whom they had 
long been accustomed to oppress without rebuke. It never was 
expected, that, if the stipendiaries did their duty, they would be 
popular with the — ; they never could have pam such 
a'popularity but by holding in abeyance an essential and most 
important bare of their commission, and vgn “amps pend to 
schemes of tyranny and wrong. The loud complaints of these 
gentlemen, therefore, have neither alarmed nor startled us, On 
the contrary, they have afforded us gratification, They ‘con- 
stitute one of the very testimonies we wanted, that the men we 
have paid have done their duty, and applied themselves faithfully 
to the purposes for which they were sent. They are no evidence 
pM ale Cigec: Bayshore gy rp, or. inj to 
estates; they tell us rather that proud attorneys have been 
obstructed, and eruél aneagers restrained, that the wolf has been 
scared from the prey, and the lamb found a shelter from his teeth. 
All this is what we rejoice to learn’ upon such authority. We 
should have been. chagrined and suspicious if it had not been 60 ; 
and, instead of allowing the invectives of planters to alensenges 
confidence one moment from the stipendiary magistrates, -we~-hai 
them as at. once tlie proof and the rheasure of their fi and use- 
fulness. ‘We hope and:believe that the same view isttaken/of this 
matter by the government. ©’ COMES Bet ork 
‘Whether the i i in our late slave- 











British Guiana ; and they feel that, in an inflexible adherence to | co 6. t0 


the principles thus officially laid down, her Majesty’s. 
are enititlek to their Rreoerge support. mi dik 


inister “Lh 








“This Committee is finally impressed with a comvicti 
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| J State of colonial f 
such s mav a” ; sted h ne Y Pot justice," 
certainly no parties would receive suc 


an assurance wi 

more joy than ourselves. Few persons, however, we are 
sure, would be sufficiently hardy to make such an assertion ; and, 
with the evidence of facts before us, we should not believe them. 
Mr. Burge, no doubt, and the thorough-going West Indians, will 


"assure us, that the spirit of ep has quite disappeared, and 


that, although the vaunted paternal of the days of slav 

Risen ake Aidien, sow it wo beh ddl ack Wiestsdote 

eality. But we cannot believe it. Mr. Alexander Grant and the 
are our witnesses in this matter ; together with 


in which their flagrant proceedings have been received 
by the whites at large, and a resolution of the assembly 
itself, who (ludicrously enough, to be sure,) have taken these 
immaculate juries their settestien, by instructing Mr. 
to te an, n in land who should cast a stain 

ir reputation. Barretts of Jamaica, the Applewhaites 


Ss 


os, and the Russelis and Nimmos of Demerara, cannot 
yet be trusted to treat a black try as we must have them 
treated, . And well my Lord John Russell knows this. To with- 


draw the stipendiary magistracy now, would be to let loose again 
- a fal and rising prt fs the very bloodhounds who 
ve 80 


long harassing and destroying them, and who have 
been so slightly affected by their present onde, that they stand 
even yet pawing and panic Pa with their teeth,as longing for 
er career of violence and blood. 
Nor could we come to the conclusion that the stipendiary 
might be safely abolished, even if the state of colonial 
aa were a8 the ora a: —— itis. It would 
require considered that the repose uity apparent 
must be not only as produced by the cipendiary sore 
but as mai by it. How long would they last after its abo- 
lition? Evident as it is that the spirit of colonial society is but 
little changed for the better, whatever improvement may have 
arisen in the administration of justice must be set down to the 
of the unwelcome system, and it would not last a month 
' that system were done away. The evils against which it was 
directed are held in check, not cured ; the waters which have 
deluged the country are dammed up, not diverted ; and to break 
down the dam w: isu. Sra spaeee yen igi > 
aggravated fury. igry justices w y ves by more 
seedidery holiea fee their coerced eration, while adicns s 
rs would return with redoubled zest to the ially 
methods of cudgels and ejectments. 
, we cannot see why the stipendiary megietracy, what- 
colonial fee 


ever might be the re Bee state of g, should be 
at all. TF ee any one is 

Be eee nate ee aan galled. see 
society were what is desired, stipendiary i would no 
Wiehe all parties “willing: to: be 

e see not, t. ore, 


g 


why it should ever be abolished, and we should rejoice to see it | that 


become a permanent and essential part of our colonial govern- 
ment. One thing is certain, that it pe to be most resolutely 
retained so long as there is a vehement desire for its abandonment, 
The wish to get rid of it can be nothing less than a wish to be at 


bviously wish to have them all under their con to crush 
i dependence, and to be able to frighten justices from 


liberty for mischief. The of the Jamaica assembly to 
Sh tian: Geib texte ieloindl Se: 0k: surg sony Sn nadie. 
=a 

j by the fear of losing their salaries. They are shrewd 


they’ aro no Eonferer and great lovers of public economy ; but— 


the salaries of the 

has in consequence been saved in the diminished expences of the 
military. Sir Lionel Smith was enabled to reduce the military 
force in Jamaica one-half, (having sent away three regiments of 
regulars out of six) in of the ble and orderly 

beso the’ stipendtinri ry narormey Sag eos phon 
state Page sominn (Tt to: tfint sg mag 
Jotton fen tdlionsat any cost ; in Jesadian tletreeat, to ed 
or hae cyan mare tener pier gma eho two thousand 
troops! ‘This, we think, is buying order absolutely cheap. 
_ In conclusion, we must ri eg our most earnest hope that the 
Noble Lord at the head of colonial d will devote 
his most serious and searching attention to estion. He has 
ts ‘elinetetion of : 
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Te] | BAS ark Baar 

A Great want of correct information respecting the 

in India is very ipods" A late eminent writer, 
i og 


Pp 
‘Ben risa “No daver oat Pos 
ies at this z ditor Of a 
Dblished India in 1823 * Slavery is now 
ritish 


> 
entirely prohibited here (Bengal) by the vernment, as 
yeally 4 tn Britain itself. It is ee little conmiation to learn, 
that in India there can be no h slavery.” At a recent 
meeting in London on the subject of slavery, one of the ers 
said—‘ Slavery has been so nearly extinguished in the British 
dominions, that, if it were found lurking in any remote corner of 
the empire, and could be fully e » he believed the nation was 
prepared to crush it at once and for ever !” The error of this 
estimable friend (in common with many others,) arose from not 


duly considering the extent of the great measure for the abolition 
of colonial, or rather ne slavery. On the renewal of the 
East India charter in 1833, it was proposed by ministers to 


abolish slavery in British India on or before April 12th, 1837 ; 
but this was overruled in the House of Lords, and the subject was 
left to the India government. When slavery in the West 
Indies was abolished, British India and the Eastern Isles were 
unhappily excluded from the range of that noble effort of 
Christian philanthropy. In August, 1839, Sir J. C. Hobhouse, 
president of the Tolle board, stated—* That there is » com-~- 
mission sitting in India upon the subject of slavery, and that, as 
soon as its labours should be concluded, a report would be for- 
warded to this country.” From these tardy proceedings it may 
be justly feared, that many years will elapse before Kast India 
slavery will be abohished. 

The voluminous parliamentary papers of March, 1828, eg rs 
1832, and July, 1838, contain much information upon India 
slavery : the following extracts a important. Of the nature 
of sla in British India it is cult to speak in terms that 
are y applicable to the different provinces in the By capa 
The Hindoo code divides the slaves into fifteen classes. Canara, 
the slaves are divided into three castes,—the moondu/, mogare, and 
mavey ; their customs are very singular. ‘ The utmost to which 
the sale of slaves is tolerated in Malabar is domestic slavery, and 
this is exclusively confined to those born in a state of bondage. 
In some districts the offspring are divided between the owners of 
the father and the mother ; but they are never se from their 

ts till adults, In Malabar and Canara, where the land is 
very generally divided and occupied as te properties, the 
labourer is the personal slave of the proprietor, and is sold and 
mortgaged by him independently of his lands! : In the Tamul 
country, where land is of less value, the labourer is understood to 
be the slave rather of the soil than of its owner, and is seldom 
sold or —, except along with the land to which he is 
attached.” e most copious and satisfactory information upon 
this subject is found in the reports of eleven collectors to whom 
the Maras government, in 1819, addressed queries i 
slavery in their collectorates. The fom are contained in the 


parliamentary pa on slavery in India, 1828, pp.’ 887—896. 
A few extracts rill show the pe of slave <n the Madras 
presidency. The collector of Coimbatore observes, “From all 
I can learn, it appears certain, that the owner has a right to 
gos cumnsied. ‘The highen Lecco it is a Mi 4 seldom, 
if ever, exercised. e highest price of a ve is rupees 
ef The price, however, is Selden aeen The children of 

ves are born slaves.” In Tanjore slavery exists. ‘ The 
master has the power of selling the slave, but a cannot sell him 
to any one who will him toa distant part of the country, 
asim gion es gE Ne rar nage eae in my SOS 

ways independent e bondsmen, if any upon it, y 
ava teaciecks es eal, separate deeds tenaeiet anh dammed if not, 
they continue attached to their former masters.” “It is usual in 
the district of Tinnevelly, for slaves to be sold or montgnged 
either with the land or se ly, as the proprietor pleases, or hi 
wants require,”—South t.- The lower castes are alwa: 
looked upon as natural slaves, the property of any D Ww 
contributes to defray their marriage expenses, which is the 
ordinary way, at present, of gaat | hereditary slavery. ‘The 
offspring of slaves are always regarded as the property of their 
father’s owner,”—North Arcot, It does not appear 
rately settled to whom the child of a slave belongs ! ! whe people 
who keep slaves most likely find it cheaper to buy slaves than to 
rear them! and the offspring, when left to their parents’ a, 
who have barely sufficient to —- themselves, die of abs 
want! I cannot discover that they have any ri ao 
— va are not possessed of any property, neither cap m- 

erit any. 

Though the miseries of East India Slavery 4 not to equal 
those which existed in the West, the sre pat character as 
to cry loudly to Britain for redress. few extracts may suffice = 
“Male slaves are few in Malwa, and are y treated more 
like adopted children than menials, Females in almost every 
instance are sold to prostitution.” T, H, Baber, Esq., magistrate 
in Malabar, declares, “ Nothing can be more abject and wretelied 
than the slaves of Malabar ; their huts are little better than mere 
baskets,and their diminutive stature and equatid appearance evidently 


to be aecu- 







shew a want of adequate nourishment.” Mr.Greme, in his report of 
Molsher' inte peaene <The slave alone has his sieve of a hut 
in the centre of the rice s; but on the coast at least, he is an 


, in good condition, and 


industrious and not an unint ligent b ! 
interior, he is a wretched, 


nothing deficient in bodily frame. In 
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= comme 
the inclemencies of the weather ; whose state demands that com- 
miseration and melioration which ben arabe be expected from 
the Britis Government.” The Matras board of evento, in 
pencil on the tnavidaal character ofthsteoeers: and when 
we reflect on thosé evils which are inseparable from 
the mildest state of slavery, and consider how large a portion of 
our most industrious subjects are at mya A deprived of a 
free market for their labour—restri a4 it m 
till, . li ‘ then humani dito 
Ul,—policy, no less ty appear 
riety of ually relievi 
Phich have reduced eesti, poate. 22 continue to confine them, to 
a condition scarcely superior to that of the cattle which they follow 
at the plough.” 

Of the extent of slavery in British India it is impossible to 
speak with precision. The greatest number of slaves are found 
under the Madras presidency. “In Malabar (exclusive of 
‘Wynaud) the number of slaves is estimated by the collector at 
100,000. In Malabar, a man’s wealth is as much appreciated by 
the number of his slaves, as by any other property he pod ogc r 
“Domestic slavery,” Hamilton, “is very generally pre- 
valent in Bengal, among both Hindoos and Mahomedans. In the 
lower provinces under the presidency, the emp t of 
slaves tn the labour of husbandry ts almost unknown, In the upper 

rovinces, beginning from Western Behar and Benares, the petty 
ords are aided in their husbandry by slaves,” No correct 
idea can be formed from the igang tA om. eg of the exact 
number of slaves in British India. The following numbers have 
been ascertained from a careful examination of them :— 


i 





Slaves: 
Canara, Malabar, Coorg, Wynaud, Cochin, 

Sah TEAVERCOTC reeds cosceccsccvvcne ienpabelnansbe 400,000 
Tinnevell y...s.eccscccreseesees sevesocsecscescescosioes e+» 324,000 
Trihcinopoly ..........sesseeeeeee docteceasevsdeaeenseave 10,600 
Arcot, South Division. ...........cccceccccvssesececes 3000: 
RAED, NOREE: DIEVEOR ici ek ss cenvencsccccceconpences 17,000 
Southern Concan .,.......... tsidsuneussvssse dé ee 2000 
Stree Sit ccvecsciec eS Pe pene he Bream 2000 
Ceylon eeeeeeeerres Ce eerseesee eceeeeeeerseses 27,397 
Assam eeeestece Ceres eseeeerseseeseseeesese eoee 11,300 
Penang eeeeesece eeceecese Corer ceseessees veces 3000 

800,297 


oe 
It is painfully evident that rang’ Sg not “lurking in some 
remote corner of the empire,’ but it is extensively and 
palpably prevalent in our eastern territories. It has been justly 

» “Slavery is the same bitter draught in the east as in 
the west. The ed ee ee ee long 
powerless, until it returned reverberated from the British shore ; 
and that slavery will continue disregarded, unless it 
receive support from all the energy of the home government.” 
May India’s cries to British humanity soon be heard, and her 
miseries be effectually relieved ! 





EXPOSURE OF MR. TRIST, UNITED STATES CONSUL AT 
HAVANA. 


[From Dr. Madden’s Letter to Dr. Channing.] 


Mr. N. P. Trist is the gentleman who fills the office of consul-general 
of the United States at the Havana. He has gained for himself 
within the last three or four years a considerable degree of unenviable 
notoriety, and for his office, unfortunately, an amount of obloquy highly: 
prejudicial to its high character, by the arrogance of his conduct, the ne- 
glect of his duties, and lastly, by the scandalous ion he has afforded 
to the slave-trade, and the open predilection he has recently avowed, and 
Peek eee for the interests of that nefarious traffic . 

Of he has taken occasion twice, in official communications, to be- 
stow a vast quantity of abuse on the British members of the commission 
for the i, rece of the slave-trade, and not only the present members 
sepesuhc be poste © sonestr 06 toy BOUIN ptvoenaeeny Bex wie 

it is possible to conceive, on iti vernment ; but, what 
is most likely to excite the anger of the folks of the old country, this poor 
man has bestowed “ his pity” on a very large portion of the le of 

d. And for what nage forsooth 1—why, for their 

of the slave-trade ; because, in the words of Mr. Trist, they waste their 
energies on a cause that is “a delusion,” practised on them by men who 
are ‘ self-seekers,” “ deceivers,” “ theatrical exhibitors,” ‘* fanatics,” “ im- 
Lees 3° for all of whom his feelings, he declares, are those of “‘ disgust 


The “ di ” of Mr. Trist is certainly sufficiently loathsome without 
the insult of his ‘*pity,” and either of them less patiently to be endured 
than his “ indignation.” 

There is some allowance, however, to be made for the latter; a latent 
feeling of respect for the interests of the “‘ market,” and of regret for the 
Joss of property in Cuba which must have made him wong seca of it, 
had he been able to have retained his estate there, no doubt much to 
do with the “ indignation” of the discomfited planter. Mr. Trist had 
scarcely entered on his official duties, when he purchased an estate in| 


Cuba. Every one conversant with slavery in that island, knows that the | 


slave population is not kept up by the increase on the plantations : on sugar 
pro Si. Via tose to 1k tac ie See ae and’ that it is 2 
under the present system of ment, to have recourse to the slaye- 
market, to make up for the annual decrease by fhe purchase of newly im- 

slaves from Africa. So that one of the first acts of this o flicer was. 
to place himself in 4 condition, which imposed on him the necessity of par- 

ing in a crime which the laws of his country pronounce piracy, and 
punish with the penalty of death, i fa Spot 











ey-aengs Ae his office, Mr. ist pecame unable 
ments into w ee ee re ae rourid for th 
ment for this estate. Law proceedings ‘comdnentel tevhint hie, ‘and 
eareena rr eal ce enn 
lied to give up his estate,—his property, but not his will, consented to 
the sacrifice. : 


7 


turned to the prospect of  amdlnaear et one, and the protection of 


ere | the slave-trade opened a new field for speculation. In the 1836, the 


published correspondence of the commissioners with the Govern- 
ment throws some light on the proceedings of Mr, Trist during the pre- 
ceding year, with respect to the countenance given by that person to the 
slave-trade, then carrying on between Texas and the island of Cuba. This 
trade in the latter part of 1835, had been carried on by American ci 
to a considerable extent. The attention of the commissioners was at length 
called to these scandalous ings. A new plan was devised to evade 
their vigilance. The American consul, when a shi was to be made, 
had declarations made before him by the captains of the American vessels 
employed in baka oy Ma bozal negroes from io eee stating that 
thése persons were free indented labourers, and this declatation was duly 
attested by Mr. Trist, In plain terms, the signature of the American con- 
sul at the Havana was appended to these fraudulent documents; he, Mr. 
Trist, well knowing that the said free indented labourers, were sent to 
Texas to be sold there, by dealers established in Cuba for the sole purpose 
of this traffic. 

The Commissioners’ knowledge of these matters, in all ayer gs was 
made known at Washington ; for on the 23rd of February, 1836, the fol- 
lowing notice was p up in the American consulate at the Havana. 

“It being understood that several American vessels have lately been 
chartered for the transportation of Africans, or black men, from this island 
to Texas, Notice is hereby given to American ship-masters, and to all 
others, that any and every such proceeding is in direct violation of the 
laws of the United States. In no case whatever is it lawful for any Ame- 
rican vessel to carry a slave, or coloured person held to service or labour, 
except only in going from one in the United States to another. 

“ Except as just stated, no American vessel can lawfully sail with any 
black or coloured whatever, unless such black or coloured person 
be really and truly, to all intents and purposes, free. To take, or have on 
board, any negro or coloured person whatever, who may be in any way 
held to service or labour, no matter whether such co be called 
by the name of apprentice, or any other, is strictly forbidden by law. The 
law is just as certainly violated in carrying Africans, no matter under 
what name, from this island to Texas, as in bringing Africans from any 
reife agence lire sabre In any case of the violation of the 

w, the vessel and cargo are sure to be con ed, if seized while on the 
voyage to Texas, or elsewhere, with any such coloured person on board, or 
if prosecuted after her return to the United States, and the master and 
mee ac ape employed in said vessel are, moreover, subject to the heaviest 
pen ; the least of which is fine and imprisonment for three years, and 
in some cases amounting to death. 


¥ ConsuLate oF THE Untrep Srarss, 
“ Havana, Fe 23, 1836.” 

Now, the first question is, what evidence is there of Mr. Trist having 

given his signature to the fraudulent declarations of the captains of the slave- 
ing vessels? The best evidence in such a case, Mr. Trist’s own 

official acknowledgment of the fact! In his last communication to the com- 
missioners, dated the 8th of July, 1839, in referring to this subject, he 
attempts to prove that Mr. Macleay, the chief commissioner, had stated 
that which was not true, namely, that he had left it to be understood that 
he, Mr. Trist, was the person who made the declaration, whereas he was 
only the attester of the declaration. It that Mr. Macleay had 
stated nothing of the kind. But, fortunately for truth, in the anger of Mr. 
Trist at the detection of the Texian slave-trade, to which he had lent the 
influence of his official character, he plainly and directly admits that he 
did sign the declarations, in these cases of Texian exportations shop wl 
which were made before him ; and moreover that the negros carried 
this port to Texas went under the denomination of apprenticed 
labourers. 

In his consular notice he distinctly states, that 

“ No vessel can lawfully sa! with any black or coloured person what- 


F 


ever, unless such black or coloured J sorry be really and truly, to all intents os 


and purposes, free.” Nay, more, if such persons “ are held in 
siuiesh Govaloa sr lakhs, ao hietheg tial such coloured be called 
by the name of apprentice, or an other, it is atrietly forbidden by law.” 

May I ask Mr. Trist, why then he suffered these negros, who he ac- 
know were represented in the declaration as “‘ indented labourers,” 
and consequently held to “‘ service” and “ labour,” to be carried away 
illegally ; and why he gave the sanction of his official signature to docu- 
ments whi knew were “ in direct violation of the laws of the United 
States ?’ Why did he, the consul of the United States, permit the persons 
who made these declarations,—subjects of ica ) perpetrate a crime 
which involved the penalty of “ fine and imprisonment,” “ seizure” of the 
vessel thus meuay and “ confiscation” of the property of his fellow- 
citizens? Why did he not refuse his signature to procee which he 
denounces the illegality of, after they have been carried into , with so 
dreadful a penalty to be incurred by their commission ; “in some cases,” 
(to use Mr. Trist’s own words) amounting “ to death?” 





LIST OF AUXILIARY SOCIETIES 
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Ax friends of the Anti-slavery cause are earnestly requested same court giving 


to take in and recommend the Anmi-stavery Reporter, the 
expense of which is covered by the small sum of three half- 
pence per week, or six shillings and sixpence per annum. 
Orders will be executed by all newsmen, in town or country. 

CORRECTION IN THE LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


£. 5s. d, Le ae 
For Bowley, Charles, Gloucester . . . . 5 0 O £00 
read Bowly, Christopher, Cirencester . . . 500 200 
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Anti-Slavery Weporter. 


LONDON, Janvary 257u. 


Tue Committee continue to receive encouraging accounts of the 
attention excited towards the Anti-slavery Convention, in June 
next, 


Ovr readers will see with — that a numerous and highly 
ble deputation, including several Members of Parliament, 
ted upon the late Governor of Jamaica, on the 21st instant, 
with an address of congratulation and thanks. Sir Lionel’s reply 
will be read with interest, and contains matter which should be 
deeply pondered. One sentence of it should be especially remem- 
bered ; “I entreat you,” his Excellency said, “ not to relax in 
the exertions which I know to be still necessary to consolidate 
freedom in Jamaica.” 
. The accounts by the last mail of the proceedings of the House 
of Assembly, these are quite in keeping with this language. 


We beg respectfully to call the attention of the colonial office to 
some extracts which we have made from a Dominica paper, 
ye anny beset hag tom and speeches at the board of council 

that d. e have had ample accounts of late of the 
doings of the Dominica board of council, but we were certainly 
not prepared to hear of a legislative body, even in the West 
Indies, conducting its proceedings with such sigery se omy of lan- 
guage, indecency of behaviour, and acrimony of feeling towards 
the government, as the proceedings adverted to exhibit. The 
Mr, % who figures so conspicuously in the tempest that he 
raised, and who appears much fitter for another conceivable situa- 
tion than a seat in the council, (of which august board, he has 
the presidency) is the same gentleman (?) that is known here to 
have been instrumental, during the gig er » when he was 
attorney-general, in procuring from the court o nd sessions 
a sentence of public whipping upon two females. This president 
of Her Majesty’s Dominica council is also the same Setees, 
who (as we have been informed by one well qualified to know) 
did himself the honour of entertaining at his table a felon 
slave-trader of the brig Don Francisco, captured off Dominica 
in 1837, with 480 Africans, and taken into that island, 

So it is pretty certain now, from the lips of the president and 
factious leader of the Dominica council, that “ this board have 
repeatedly pronounced that they -will never consent to the charg- 
ing of fees of poor prisoners to the colony, so long as a bill is not 
presented to the board from the popular branch, compelling such 
persons to labour for the colony in return.” These are the words 
of the president of Her Majesty’s council, in approval of the deci- 
sion of the board! And to what do our readers, to what does the 














“colonial office, suppose this atrocious sentiment to apply? Why, 
to the case of persons tried criminally, and decl by the jury 


NoT Guitty. For a proper understanding of the character of the 

roceedings under review, we must inform our readers, that in 
Satie when a person is prosecuted criminally, (no matter the 
offence, acquitted or not acquitted, “true bill” or “ no bill,”) 
that person, man, woman, or child, is called upon to pay about 
Jifty shillings sterling as fees upon the prosecution, in default of 
which the y is straightway conducted to prison, there to 
remain until payment be made, or until the assembly and council 


can agree upon a resolution for charging these fees to the colony, 
an Lee which it ap , from what we knew before, ee be 
co ed by Mr. Blane’s own words and the whole proceedings 
before us, the council was never willing to concede. Tt has hap- 
pened, however, that, after several ineffectual attempts on the 
part of the assembly to abolish this monstrous practice, the 
attention of the governor has been drawn to the subject, and that 
latterly, after these poor persons found “ not guilt ” but still 
imprisoned, had remained some months in prison, the governor 
would exercise the royal prerogative by releasing them. Our 
readers will perceive how the governor, for exerci this act of 
h ity—not to say, justice—has been abused and vilified, 
slesig with/tha eclonlal: ce, ajesty’s D 


victed thieves,” as applied to these prisoners 
declared not guilty” by the Ee. 
stance he was not aware that what he : 






we subsequently find the chief justice o 
him a certificate, in connexion with the same subject, the terms 
of which leave no manner of doubt as to the poor man’s innocence, 

We doubt not that Lord John Russell must at once pereeire 
how extensively oppressive such a practice as that under con- 
sideration must arora in a community seven-eighths of whom 
have just been released from bon and are depending for daily 
bread upon their daily wages. t must be the situation of a 
father—a mother—thus circumstanced, who is sent to prison 
sent to prison, thong declared by a jury “ not guilty !/” k at 
this very case of Marie Lagrande. She was declared not guilty 
—sent to prison for the fees—there she remains some five months 
—she has, we have been informed, a consumptive husband and 
two children depending upon her for support, she is so poor that 
the marshal has to feed her in prison, the value of this food being 
added to the fees—and yet, when the governor releases her after 
these five months of unmerited suffering, this humane president 
of council abuses the governor, and refuses, and procures the 
council to refuse, assent to the act! 





Colonial and foreign Entelliqenee. 
BRITISH COLONIES. 


JAMAICA. 


Dr. Parmer has been released from custody by the House of Assembly, 
Eeerionsly to their adjournment for several months. His incarceration 
asted twenty-three days. 








BARBADOS. 
STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

We feel great pleasure in reporting that things, so far as human agency 
is concerned, have been gradually mending since the close of last crop, 
and are now tolerably well, with a prospect of being soon better. The 
foolish attempt contemplated just before the crop was finished, against the 
peace of the country, in the shape of combinations to reduce wages, we 
rejoice to say was prudently abandoned before it had shown itself in an 
overt act ; and we learnt yesterday, from a respectable planterto leeward, 
that wages for extra labour are decidedly on the rise his way. This, in 
our opinion, affords a most favourable opportunity to proprietors, to intro- 
duce the rent system, in favour of which, we are happy to report, there is 
a pretty on conviction among the more respectable and liberal of the 
planters, both ? ompaecogey and managers. Several of the latter have ex- 
pressed to us the great joy they would feel, (and we believe them) were 
the measure immediately introduced on the respective estates under their 
management; as it would save them a great deal of botheration and now 
necessary surveillance over the daily motions of the labourers, to see that 
they do not cheat the estate of the quantity of labour stipulated for as an 
equivalent for house and ground; and as it would speedily remove innumera- 
ble little difficulties, which, however insignificant when viewed se 
in detail, are in the aggregate an immense obstacle to the well working of 
the estate. These are the working men, the practical planters, upon whose 
conduct, for good or for evil, the prosperity of the country, in the success- 
ful working of emancipation, as much depends as upon the conduct of the 
emancipated themselves—perhaps more so. 

One of the benefits, and not the least, which we anticipate from the 
adoption of the rent system, unshackled with any condition to labour, is, 
that whilst it would greatly facilitate the management throughout, and ease 
the manager of a large portion of his present awful responsibility in those 
particulars most revolting to the sensible and humane among them,—it 
would entirely take from those of the opposite character, the foolish, the 
reckless, the vicious,—decidediy the most numerous portion,—-all power 
to do evil. Ejectments, now almost a necessary part of the present sys- 
tem under the best management, would cease to inflict torment when they 
ceased to be immediate, at the whim of the moment ; and these worthies 
would, therefore, seldom care to resort to them ; and public decency and 
public sympathy—the srepethy of the virtuous portion of the community 
—would scarcely be offended when they did. 

Two or three respectable proprietors are pledged to introduce the rent 


system on. their estates in a few days. The labourers themselves, it is 


ught by some proprietors, will be averse to the change ; but they will 
be great fools if they are, and we should no more think of conciliating 
their folly to the relinquishing of agood, than we should the folly of any other. 

In concluding this notice on the state of the country, we must congra-~ 
tulate our readers-on the great reduction which has already taken place in 
the price of provisions. They are likely, we are told, to be much cheaper, 
the general crop through the country being somewhat better than was 
expected from the drought. The cane crop, however,in some of the 
parishes, has suffered most severely from this cause ; and we have been 
assured, by practical planters, that the ensuing crop will, solely on this 
account, scarcely be an average one, if it do not fall greatly short.— Liberal. 

The legislature of this island met on the 26th of November. The 
governor opened his speech by the following reference to the remarkable 
diminution of punishments in the first year of freedom :— — 

“ On meeting the Legislative Houses, I am happy to refer, amongst the 
documents about to be laid before you, to comparative statements, whence 
it will appear that, during the last year of apprenticeship in this island, 
between the ist of August, 1837, and the 1st of August, 1838, ten thou- 
sand eight hundred and pr di punishments were inflicted under the 
authority of the justices of the peace ; and during the first year of freedom, 












4 expect to be 


ween the Ist of August, 1838, and the ist of August, 1839, not more 
two thousand nine hundred and sixteen.” 
On this gratifying announcement, the editor of the Liberal observes :-— 
- » attempt to attribute this to undue pings “asa the a 
of the proprietors or the magistrates; no one w rm, 
beloved. that either of these have overlooked and forborne to 
agg offences which ought to have been punished. We must there- 
‘ore infer from this immense diminution of punishments, one of two 
things :—that, either during the apprenticeship, many things were consi- 
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as offences, 
and punished, or that *‘ the happy free people” have, in this year of 

m, most astonishingly improved in their moral and social duties, 
notwithstanding the slanderous assertions of their lying detractors to the 
contrary. The reader may choose as he pleases between these two infe- 
rences, one or the other of which is inevitable.” 


DOMINICA. 

EXTRAORDINARY PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL. 
\( From the Dominican.) 
Counci, CHAMBER, cherr'g ig 12. 
Relief of Prisoners confined in Jail for non-payment of Fees. 
Tue Cuter pa moved that the per of the House of Assembly, 
authorizing the marshal to charge the fees incurred by the two prisoners, 
Theodore Constable and Maria Lagrande, to the colony, be agreed to. 
—Since the receipt of the resolution the prisoners had been released by 
the governor, as announced in his excellency’s message of the last meet- 
ing, but this vote was still necessary to procure payment of the marshal’s 
claim. 

Mr. O’Sullivan seconded the motion. 

The president of the board (Mr. Blanc,) rose to object to the motion. 
—The governor had committed a violation of the law of the land, and had 
trampled upon the privileges of that board as an independent branch of 
the legislature, by releasing these convicted thieves, after a court of justice 
had adjudged that they should pay their fees previously to being discharged 
by the marshal. The governor had at one meeting sent a message recom- 
mending the case of these persons to the consideration of the board, with 
a view of getting their fees charged to the colony, that they might be dis- 
charged; and at a subsequent meeting he announces that he had, in com- 
pliance with instructions from the governor in chief, discharged them.— 
The governor as much as said, ‘I asked you to do so-and-so, but mark 
now, [ have done it without you.”—~Shall not the board, like Englishmen, 
men possessing and representing an overwhelming interest in, the country, 
who, he (Mr. B.) must say, are the proprietary of the country, shall not 
they resist every such encroachment and outrage upon their privileges ? 
Besides, this board have repeatedly pronounced that they will never con- 
sent to the charging of fees of poor persons tc the colony, so long as a bill 
is not presented to the board from the popular branch compelling such 
persons to labour for the colony in return. In England, it was only in 
1774 that persons acquitted were relieved from payment of their fees, 
and cases were known in the books where allowances had been withheld, 
except bread and water, upon the prisoners refusing to work forthe public. 
In this case, the parties petitioning had not been acquitted, but were con- 
vieted thieves. Wasit for such persons that gentlemen were to contribute 
their one hundred guineas of taxes upon their estates? No! He said 
then that, in the first place, the governor had violated their privileges, in the 
same way as he did lately, when he sent an order to their clerk, hanepas 3 
him to furnish his excellency with the minutes of the council after eac 
meeting. In the second place, these persons were able to work, doubtless, 
and before their fees were paid for them, they ought first to be made to 
labour for the colony in return. j 

The Chief Justice repudiated the needless warmth that had been em- 
barked by the president of the board, in discussing this question. Neither 
the alleged violation of privilege in the governor’s discharging the pri- 
soners without consent of the board, nor the defect in our statute book, as 
to the requiring of persons like the parties whose case was now before the 
board to labour for the colony, at all affected the simple question for consi- 
deration : which was—shall the marshal suffer for having humanely fed, 
in the absence of any legislative enactment, certain persons now out of 
jail? If there be blame anywhere for the want of such a law as pointed 
out by the president, surely that blame did not rest upon the marshal.— 
The president had said that it was only in 1774 prisoners in England were 
exempted from fees when acquitted, and drew the inference thatit was time 
enough to extend the principle here ; but he, (the Chief Justice) was proud 
to say, that, ever since he had an opinion on such matters, he had always 
denounced the absurdity, the folly, the barbarity, the inhumanity, the 
cruelty, of compelling a person against whom no charge was proved, and 
who might be as innocent of any asa child just born, to pay money out 
of his pocket or to go to jail. No, “this was not English,”—it was not 
honourable, and he sincerely hoped the good sense and justice of honour- 
able members would induce them to refuse the amendment of the presi- 
dent, and, as it might as well be done first as last, appreciate the humani' 
of the marshal, by paying him what he had laid out in the feeding of these 

risoners. 
F Mr. Bremner.—-No fine or other punishment had been inflicted on the 
prisoners, and therefore he would vote for the amendment. 

The amendment was then carried four in favour of, and two against it. 

The Chief Justice having requested the clerk to note his name as the 
mover of the original motion: the clerk put it to the board. 

Mr. Blanc.—I object to these innovations upon our forms; the 
adopting of such a plan can have but one object, and that a most mis- 
chieyous one. When members, the nominees of government, wish to 
‘have the names of the mover, and the seconder, and the supporters of a 
motion recorded, it can only have the effect of holding themselves up to 
government for reward and approbation hereafter. Depend upon it, hon. 
members, there is an object, and you must oppose it like men—corruption 
and wickedness may attempt to prevail, but they shall not. This is one of 
the crying evils of the land which so loudly call for inquiry. Let the 
Chief Justice give notice of a rule to the effect of altering the practice, 
and it could be discussed at the next meeting. 

The Chief Justice.— The president has displayed an acquaintance 
with the-workings and purposes of men holding public situations, which, 
being derived from sources over which I have no control, cannot be 
noticed by me ; and he has accounted for the motives of those actions in 
public men with a particularity which would induce one to believe he 
was actually speaking from experience. As he describes them, those 
motives are corrupt and dishonourable indeed, and are applicable not only 
to those who vote for Government, but who vote also to obtain the 
“reward and approbation” of any particular party, or faction, or individual 
in the mere ° _ means them i any member here present, such 
language is highly unbecoming any member, and more especially the pre- 
sident of this board; he has te ‘no a> 8 which, of senaeins wand 
have been a breach of privilege ; not having done so, he (the P hinoteds ident) 
can only beregarded as speaking for himself. I for one deny and disclaim 


dered and punished which ought not to havejbeen 


all such dishonourable motives of seeking favour and office, in wishing my 
‘ame to appear as the mover of this motion—and I insist upon its being 


: og clerk then noted the names of the members for the motion accord- 
ingly. 


Governor’s Message on the delay in passing Laws. 


Mr. Blanc rose to pr a reply to his excellency’s It was 
to the effect, that in acknowl the same, the board leave to 
inform his excellency that several measures were now them on 


which the board were making all the progress in their power. The 
posed reply went on to inform his excellency that the ea were pe ata 
of ft aay into and reporting upon the present state ‘of the country, and 
that they took this opportunity to request that his excellency would be 
pleased to order to be laid before them copies of the reports of the sti 
diary and other justices, from the ist of August, 1838, to siete’ dane 
properly so todo. He said that the present system of administering justice 
in the island is monstrous—it is cruel. Hon. members may sup that 
he spoke in anger, but he assured them that he spoke in grief. he 
looked upon the stipendiary magistrates—a body of men totally unfit, 
their ignorance of law, and of the first elements of their duty, theirgen 
unacquaintance with the customs of the people, he saw with sorrow the 
cause of all the confusion existing in the land. These men are in the 
habit of making reports which never reach the public eye. What are those 
beautiful principles laid down by Chatham, Bentham, and others ?— 
“ Secrecy is the medium of corruption! Publicity is the soul of justice.” 
He (Mr. Blanc) had seen one or two of these reports, and they abounded 
with misrepresentations. 

Mr, O’Sullivan.—I, for one, deny that! 

Mr. Blanc :—The governor calls for a ‘‘ formal explanation.” . 

The Chief Justice :—W hat has that to do with 
pendiary magistrates ? 

Mr. Blanc :—When we see those reports we will be able to find out 
pipet ad sig — as he had reason ie believe that their contents were 

culated to bring the proprietary into disgrace ; and they ought to be laid 
before the board that he beth bis be known. They _ called upon 
to make explanation of the delay which has taken place in the ing of 
laws (which circumstance he considered at once a breach of privilege, ) and 
by having those reports they will be able to ascertain whether those laws 
are required or not. The state of the country was monstrous and fright- 
ful, and.his object was to inquire into and report upon it—We had lived 
to see charges brought against almost every public i . The pre- 
sident—the attorney general—the coroner—the late Chief Justice Jame- 
son ;—and he (Mr. Blanc) would be indeed distressed, did he not 
believe as he had been always bem, and as he every day prayed, that 
‘truth shall prevail,’jand vice you know, ‘will not have perpetual sway.’ 

The Chief Justice alluded to the rumours at that time afloat of changes 


being hostile to the board, if the course he had all along recommended had 
been followed, it would have had the effect, rather of keeping hon. mem- 
bers in their seats, than of endangering them. 

Mr. Blanc :—Keep us inour seats! shame! shameful ! 

The Chief Justice explained :——-Were ever such disorderly proceedings 
seen in the House of Lords? 

Mr. Blanc: —You were never at the House of Lords, 

The Chief Justice :—-And you were only there two or three times, when 
you were studying to be a methodist. 

Mr. Blanc :—No! I went to see them for rurez years. The very go- 
vernor’s message was out of order, and unconstitutional. 

The Chief Justice .—Then it cannot be constitutional to answer, 
which you are yet doing. , 

The message, as proposed by Mr. Blanc, was then carried by a majority 
of four to two. 

Farivar, November 15th 
. The Chief Justice’s Protest. 

The Chief Justice laid on the table a protest repared and signed by his 
honour, expressing at length the “‘ reasons” of his dissent from the mes- 
sage to the lieutenant-governor of the last meeting. 

r. Blanc—I oppose the insertion of that “ protest,” so called, upon 
the journals of the board, because it contains matter irrelevant and fo« 
reign tothe message from which it professes to be adissent. It enters into'a 
whole history of the consideration of all the bills which have hitherto come 
before the Board, and more especially contains the most direct and 
reflections upon the majority of this Board. It is highly unparliamentary 
to introduce into a protest any matter foreign to, or not contained in the 
thing objected to. This can only be intended to bolster up the former 
scheme of support to all the measures of government, and to reflect upon 
and intimidate those honorable members who are determined to oppose 
them. The stipendiary magistrates, it is well known, are a set of men who 
have rendered themselves obnoxious to every honest member of the com- 
munity. When we see men paid by government ignorant of the common 
elements of grammar, not able to make a nominative case agree with the 
verb—corrupt and —— 

Mr. O’Sullivan—I call you to order, Mr. president. 

Mr. Blanc—I am not to be intimidated. Yes; men who promote 
anarchy and confusion in the country—creating dissensions by which they 
live, and by which they profit—hirelings and Pests 

Mr: O’Sullivan—I call you to order, sir,—the term hireling is a word 
which I will not allow to be attached to me, at the hazard of my life !—~It 
is false ! 

Mr. Blanc—I care not, sir, for the intimidations of any wit or 

Mr. O’Sullivan—If you go on, sir, in this insulting . ungentle- 
manly manner, I shall not, and cannot sit down without calling you to 


order ! ' 
The Chief Justice—Really these personalities towards Mr. O’Sullivan 
should not be tolerated by the other members of the board. : 
Mr. Blanc—I am Free! sir!— j 
Mr. O’Sullivan—So am I! and I say I will not allow you, nor an 
other man, whoever he may be, to charge the stipendiary magistrates wi 
every crime with which humanity can be cursed, without contradicting 


“rn Blanc—You used the word false just now. 3 
Mr. O’Sullivan—It was only in defence of my character. 











_Mr. Blanc thoaght it proper at once to express that, in all his remarks 
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@ reports of the sti- - 


in the council, and observed, that, so far from deserving the imputation of. 
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meeting, if he must make an exception, it certainly was in 
favour of that gentleman. 
Mr. O'Sullivan with that explanation was perfect] begged 
every allowance be meds for the wareath of crn pending the 
avowal of such an on i 
that scarcely 
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that he 
prejudice and magistrates, 
a 
honour, president. 

Mr. Blanc—The state of tte hegre naedongce ag Se a 
cate ecco: amt ede gp a government whom 
Sel canny, were determined to stop the free exercise of inde. 
bron sande sage A set of persons in the country, whose sole aim is to 
put ignorance and insig- 
Rificance upon the ruins of civilization! It had been said, and had been 
sent forth to the world, that there were “reporters” who took down their 

3 they may report—but let them take care,—let them 
© truth ; let them beware how they rong ee blish to the world the 
honest sentiments of an English lawyer,—his unfettered opinions, and in- 
dependent opposition to ignorance and wickedness. Those magistrates 
want more laws, that they might have a wider field for their mal-adminis- 
eee oe oe untee a libel upon the board, 
to bring them into disrepute, together with the unheard- 
of abroad for that ce yee He therefore proposed that 
this peper—this farce of a protest, be referred 
The Chief Justice.—The hon. member (Mr. Blanc) had thought proper 
i en tet him (the Chief Justice), 
whilst commenting upon rotest, whi , as a gentleman, could never 
condescend to reply to. The stipendiary i aoa tears been 
by bin (Me, Slaac} with every crime of whi m or magi 8 
could be 3 and,ina tohis excellency, he had for the 
reports of these men, since the ist of August, 1838, in order, as is alleged, 
to prove their misconduct; and now, because he (the Chief Justice) saw 
that, in cone Pacherenjenea reports, the ultimete result would be delay 
in passing the now before the board, and which were so urgently 
scqulesh by Ge country; calculated to throw the land into anarchy, dis- 
on cig dene yom aimee oe Rapist 
he .as charged with libelling the board, and was told the protest was 
calculated steco:, Bes board into disrepute ; and the un -of, the as- 
pine Mpa 5 been made to prevent his being inserted on 
the minutes of board. It cannot be doubted, that on receipt of these 
em nage panna er eae i mage Reamer 
to ; oe: reports—five mem to ea o 
up three months before they w be 
even with the assistance of short-hand writers! (and then we 
not read them) or the reporter that had already been referred to— 


to a committee of the whole 


in England never write short-hand! I knew 
one who can—his name is Dowdy. 
The Chief Justice.—Oh! The president knows every thing ; he, even 
this distance, and the length of time which has elapsed since he was 


g 


there, tells us there is only one short-hand writer in ! but I hope, 
as there is a reporter present, he will note that i t fact. He 
leave to assure hon. members that he meant no whatever to the 


local justices, when he stated that “the interest of the proprietor must 

quently come in with the interests of the labouring population ;” 
pote: Hee isely the words which fell from the lips of proprietors to 
him. He ys maintained, and saw no reason now to change his opinion, 
that the stipendiary magistrates were the most fit and proper persons to be 
entrusted with the admimistration of the laws between employer and em- 
ployed, as were men who, possessing no interest in the colony, would 
| ese Sard without the risk of being supposed to act from fear, 

, or ° 
Mr. Bremner thought the last reason should be struck out, it being a 


a between proprietors and labourers-—he for one 
not feel so. 

Mr. Blanc, Yes! And look at this—the chief justice of the island has 
relations in the country, property, friends, fees, a nephew at the bar, was 
engaged in suits for clients, yet he decides cases—why should not the local 


— do so? 

Chief Justice—Lord Eldon had property, relations, former clients, 
relations at the bar, &c. 

Mr. Bianc.—It is a notorious fact that the Chief Justice, who receives 
ry ¢ , besides fees, could not sit in several cases during 
ing been formerly engaged in them as counsel or 


Mr. O’Sullivan—wWe are not here to discuss the merits of the Chief 
Justice for his office.—You have merged into a personal attack upon him. 

The Chief Justice-—As it seemed to be the opinion of two hon. members 
that the third reason in his protest reflected upon the local magistrates, 
(though he did not think so) he would strike out the same. 
_ Mr. Blanc.—Strike out all! 

The Chief Justice,“ Timeo danaos et dona ferentes.”—I am not very 
willing to take advice from such a quarter. 

Mr. Blanc.—The whole protest was a reflection upon the local magi- 
stiuoy, und  Mbel upon the board ; ough oem at the next meeting, to 

1g 8 against you, arising out v rotest. 
' ief J iain Freer, hear, hear. ae 

The protest, as corrected, was then ordered to be placed on the minutes. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
Cee (From the Liberal.) 
Coot Emtoration—We hear that a r is confidently circulated in 
the colony, that “‘ the Messrs. Glen have received advices parties in 
nd, ‘high in the confidence of ’ that government have 
assurances of their willingness to allow the revival, and that speedily, 
of Coolie emigration to the colony.” The joy which this report has 


i 


‘this was not the fu 





emigration with 
at attaches” is said to be “indecent and | 





UNITED STATES. ‘ 
CAPTIVES OF THE AMISTAD. 
rom the New Haven Record.) 

Mr. Porter.— in your 7 Aavdgae od I visited the jail, and 
spent an hour or two with the Afri While sitting in their school 
room, a little incident occurred which interested me very much at the 
time, and which I think will be interesting to your readers, as throwing 
light upon their character. 

One of the teachers asked a division of some five or six, whom he was 
instructing, if they would like to go to Havana.—‘ Havana?” each 
repeated. “* Yes,” replied the teacher. “No, No,” burst from every 
tongue, accompanied with a most decided shake of the head, and shrug of 
the shoulders, their countenances at the same time assuming an expression 
of the deepest anxiety. One of them at the same time raising his head, 
drew his hand across his throat, indicating the fate they feared. Another 
laid his armsacross each other at the wrists, exclaiming, “‘ Havana, Pipi,” i.e. 
Ruiz. Another declared by signs that their legs were secured as well as 
their hands. Another extended his arm violently, and, by bringing his 
thumb and finger together, imitated the tk of a whip, repeating 
“‘ Pipi, Pipi.” How strange it is they do not love Havana! 

Pointing to them individually, and then away, the teacher asked, “ you, 
you, Africa go?’ “ Mendi?” they inquired. “ Yes,” was the reply, 
“ Mendi,” i.e. do you wish to go to Mendi? “ Yes, yes,” was the uni- 
versal exclamation, and their countenances kindled up with a new expres- 
sion of joy. After this, the teacher pointing first to himself and then to 
them, sid,“ I, you, you, Mendi?” At first they seemed not perfectly to 
understand, and asked, “you, me, Mendi, go?” i. e. “‘ You go with me to 
Mendi?’ “ Yes,” was replied, “I, you, Mendi.” “ Yes, yes,” said ail. 
—* Bat,” ed the teacher, “ I, you, Mendi,”—then putting on a 
stern, angry look, cars, Meta his seat, and with arms folded upon his 
breast, walking away, indicating neglect and ill-will—* then you so ?” he 
asked, turning towards them.—“ No, no, no,” was the repeated exclama- 
tion, “‘ No, so,” said they, “ so,” with the warmest expressions of kindness, 
extending their arms, and then, as if embracing some object of affection, 
a it to their bosom, “ you so.” One, at the same time raising his 
hand to his mouth, by signs promised to provide food, and added in words 
, i. e. good, good.—But even 
expression of their feelings. All extended their 
hands, and, grasping the teacher’s, gave a warm, and, I thought, a painful 
pledge, that they spoke the truth. 

I am told that not unfrequently similar incidents occur. As the teach- 
ers enter their room in the morning, many come to shake hands, and greet 
them with a joyous “‘good morning,” an@ as they leave at night, they go 
away with the warm hearted “ good bye,” accompanied with the same out- 
ward expression. 

There are among them some noble-looking, noble-spirited men, to sub- 


“ You Merica man, a yandi 


| due whom would be noeasy task. Cinqua, Fuli, Grabaung, Kimbo, slaves? 


Ah, yes, it may be. Obedient slaves? No, never—at least so it seems to 
me. 

The thought must distress every friend of humanity, that these poor 
children of Africa may possibly be surrendered to their pretended owners. 
If such an event takes place, and they are doomed to slavery, who can 
tell their sufferings? Will cot vevenigs tis sweet t0°thio Spaniards? ! Will 
not Montez and Ruiz remember the Amistad, the prosecution, the jail, the 

i ? 

let it never be, nor let them be sent back to Havana for execution. 
But if it must be, let Christians, let the genius of humanity and liberty, let 
the protecting angel of our country, let us all sit down mourning in sack- 
cloth and ashes. Yet rather, let us know, that Cinqua, Grabaung, Mergroo, 
one, all lie by the side of Kaperi and his companions, sleeping on in quiet, 
till the day of judgment.—Christians, remember, when you pray, these 
sons and daughters of abused, bleeding Africa. ETA. 

Noy. 24,‘1839. 





Wome News. 
‘  DEPUTATION TO SIR LIONEL SMITH, BART. 


A deputation from the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society waited 
Sir Lionel Smith, Bart., late Governor of Jamaica, at his residence, 
Eaton-place, on Tuesday, the 21st of January, for the purpose of present- 
ing to him an address from this society, a copy of which is subjoined, 
r with his excellency’s answer thereto. The address was presented 
by the Right Hon. Stephen Lushington, LL.D., and the folloving gen- 
tlemen were present on the occasion :—-Right Hon. Stephen Lushington, 
LL.D.; Sir T. C. Style, M. P.; Joseph Pease, Esq., M.P.; Joseph 
Brotherton, Esq.,M.P.; W. Ewart, i Me .5 2 Sturge, Esq. ; 
George Stacey, Esq.; Josiah Forster, Esq.; G. W. Alexander, Esq. ; 
F. C. Brown, Esq.; Rev. J. H. Hinton; Rev. J. Woodwark; J. Scoble, 
Esq.; Joseph Cooper, Esq.; H. Sterry, Esq.; R. Chamberlain, Esq. ; 
Richard Barrett, Esq.; J. Beaumont, .; Josiah Conder, Esq.; J. H. 
Tredgold, Esq. 
“79 HIS EXCELLENCY SIR LIONEL SMITH, BART., &c. &c. 

“ Sir,—The distinguished services which you have rendered to the 
cause of human liberty and happiness in Jamaica, as the head of the exe- 
cutive in that important island during the most interesting and eventful 
period of its history, claim from the friends of the lately emancipated 
population a distinct and public avowal, and a heartfelt and grateful acknow- 
1 * * . 
«In pursuance, therefore, of a duty no less imperative than gratifying, 
the committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society most respect- 
fully tenderto your Excellency their unanimous and cordial thanks for the 
inflexible justice which has marked your course, in the fulfilment of the 
high trusts committed to your charge as the governor of Jamaica, in your 
noble and unflinching protection of the ministers of religion of every name, 
and in the impartial and enlightened policy you have advocated and recom- 
mended—not less with the view of ing to that colony and to the pogr 
country the full tide of prosperity which should result a great act 0 
national justice to a long injured and grievously oppressed race of _. 
than of placing ona firm and imperisheble basis those civil and politic 
rights and social privileges which had been assured to them by the British 
legislature, at a most costly sacrifice to the people of Great Britain. 




















January 29, 1840.] 











edly rejoice Neg? have been enabled to 
janity and freedom, amidst opposition of a kind 
it themselves here to characterise. 







‘* The Committee 
accomplish much for h 


which they will not permit 

“ Your Excellency has brought with you jthe blessing of multitudes of 
the labouring population, who will ever you in grateful remembrance 
as their sincere and friend and protector. 

“« The testi which Excellency has gtr spect cdhneme unhesi- 
tatingly borne to the unexampled pati with which the negro popula- 
tion w government endured the 


petty tyrannies and oppressive 
proceedings of many of their late masters, to the cheerful i they 
have manifested where fairly and honourably treated, and to the gratitude 
they have so proses affectingly ited for the ion and 
countenance them, demonstrates that, when conciliation shall take 
the place of coercion—when the law of justice and kindness shall be substi- 
tuted for the ice of fraud and oppression—when, in short, the spirit of 
slavery shall passed away as well as its name—a career of agricul- 
tural and re unparalleled in its past history, will be 
open to the island of Jamaica, 

“« In view of the great work yet to be lished in that colony, in 
obtaining the alteration or repeal of obnoxious laws, and in the enactment 
of such others as may be necessary to consolidate and maintain the liber- 
cad. dass socmaing to. the Son: popalson tas abreamgn of o'lbead sipes 
a ing to ion the a liberal repre- 
coutetion im the: Eivuinal dentslehine, nih tor Saal em repeater law, the 
your removal from the island before you had an 
opportunity of carrymg out these and beneficial reforms ; and no- 
thing could have reconciled them and the friends of enlightened freedom 
generally to that event, but your appointment as the Governor of Mauri- 
tius—a colony whose past history proves it will require no common firm- 
ness on the part of the executive to secure justice to its labouring popu- 
jation, a large number of which population consists of Hill Cookies, 
introduced within the last. few years, the protection of whose rights the 
Committee would earnestly recommend to your Excellency’s especial care, 
But the Commitiee entertain the fullest confidence, that the same spirit of 
wisdom and decision, and the same impartial justice, which so eminently 
characterised your government of Jamaica, will be manifested at Mauritius, 
and that, fully sustained in the arduous duties of your high office by the 
influence and of the home government, and above all by the 
blessing of Almighty God, your Excellency will be enabled to overcome 
every Siffculty, to establish the supremacy of tae laws, to sustain the 
rights of the Crown, and to secure the liberties of the people, and thus 
add another claim to the gratitude and veneration of your countrymen, and 
to the favour and approbation of your Sovereign. 

“« On behalf of the Committee, I have the honour to be, 
“« Your excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 
“ Steruzn Lusurncron.” 
HIS EXCELLENCY’S REPLY. 

‘“‘ GentLEMEN,—I thank you very sincerely for an address, which assures 
me you have understood the difficulties of my situation in administering 
the government of Jamaica with that spirit of justice to the labouring 
classes which the government and people of England had purchased for 
them, and which they themselves had richly earned by their patient sub- 
mission to wicked laws and habitual oppression. ; 

“Your Society, renowned for its humane [designs in extinguishin 
slavery in all countries,thas contributed greatly to those measures whic 
foreéd the liberation of the African race in the West Indies; but I would 
entreat you not to relax in the exertions which I know to ba still necessary 
to consolidate freedom in Jamaica. 

“ Efforts are still making to carry through oppressive laws against the 
labourers, and to procure the dismissal of the seealel magistrates, that the 
execution of such laws may solely depend on the planting magistrates. 

“IT dread the consequences to the people, and a greater misfortune 
could hardly meee against the welfare of the island; and though I am 
aware the speci istrates have been a heavy additional expense to this 
country, it should be urged by the friends of the negros, that one of the 
earliest and happiest effects of their freedom has been a vast reduction in 
the expenses of the military establishment. 

“T shall arp f inform myself of the views of her Majesty’s govern- 
ment in regard to the encouragement of Asiatic labour for the sugar culti- 
vation of the Mauritius ; and you may be assured I will do all in my power 
in that colony, as I did in the West Indies, to prohibit oppression ; and I 
beg to thank you, gentlemen, for the gratification I have derived by your 
confidence in my character, that I will faithfully endeavonr to maintain 
the supremacy of the laws, the rights of my Sovereign, and the liberties 
of the people entrusted to my government. 

“IT am, gentlemen, 
‘* Your faithful and obedient servant, 
“ LIONEL SMITH. 
“ To the Deputation of the British and Foreign 
“ Anti-Slavery Society.” 


CAPTAIN STOCKENSTROM, 


LATF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Memorial to the Right Honorable Lord John Russell, &c. &c. 
_My Lorp, 
Having been requested by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society to seek an interview with your Lordship, for the 
of submitting to your consideration a statement of the circumstances which 
have come to their knowledge, connected with the case of Captain Stock- 
enstrom, late lieutenant-governor of the Cape colony, and his removal 


from office, the deputation respectfully solicit ae : 
the following remarks on the subject. solicit your Lordship’s attention to 


The Committee of the society the deputation represent are deeply | 


impressed with @ sense of the valuable qualifications and long experience 
of Captain Stockenstrom, and, considering the implicit comhdeaes pape 
in his character by the Caffer chiefs and people, as well as by every native 
tribe near the colonial boundary, the steady s port he has afforded to the 
cause of Christian missions, education, and civilization, among the coloured 
classes in South Africa, they were of opinion that his res the admi- 
nistration of the government of the eastern districts of the C 


moral advancement of the co races, but for the preservation of peace 


on the frontiers, and to i conseq ' 
Cale ae avert the calamitous quences: of another 
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a : : ape colony | " h 
at the present crisis was peculiarly desirable, not only for promoting the | ‘trench. The season, which 
eased : ‘egining ing of the year, and gave promise of large return, has not for 








r therefor , (hailed we Ss ee © 






Bae that othe: her's fal tim of the 
to him that he would 
of office, and in his actual re-appointment, with an : 
in the month of August last. 
But it was with z regret they that the ar 
amp ya , after the fullest consideration, had been 
— be then set aside, chiefly, pg Raping vest 
ivate unauthorized representation an irresponsible 
dual, Major Chartres, who, without communicating with Captain 


Stocken- 
strom, induced the Marquis of Normanby to believe that the return of the 
Stay ote Tat Captain Sucthometineh ceuticse deckcrge Gap 
colony, on i 0c not 
duties of that 0 ce with a a ual vibe 

This representation appears to have privately conv without 
an authority from the governor, Sir George Napier 

jor Chartres has since avowed in a 8 Cn omen, 
dated the 26th of October last, that he mistook Sir - Napier’s, meaning 
pag ap year mts, and has apologized to Captain Stockenstrom in writing, 
an extensive of feeling exists on the of the Cape 
towards Captain Stockenstrom, but this can be shown not to extend beyond 
certain individuals who have uniformly op the just and humane sys- 
tem of frontier policy introduced by Lord Glenelg, or such of the colonists 
as have evinced a spirit of disaffection to the colonial or British go- 
vernment. 

Under these circumstances, it appears that Captain Stockenstrom must 
be regarded as the victim of erroneous information, by which means the 
colony and Her Majesty’s service have been deprived of an efficient officer, 
and bis voluntary resignation has been conv into 8 dismissal. 

The Cummittee more especially deplore the treatment Captain Stock- 
enstrom has und , and as they believe, unintentionally met with 
at the hands of Her Majesty’s government, after thirty years service, on 
account of the injurious whieh it is to produce in the 
colony, b qnonmeegens, 0 snnenion of the some See ee ee 
roposed S Lord Glenelg, and carried into effect with judicious energy 
b Canale. Resbenatven, Seabee ee Gee eee es i , and 
iat = change of palieg bas bat, alepied in colonial office. 

This impression can be removed only by some unequivocal demonstra- 
tion of the continued confidence reposed by her Majesty’s gg gre in 
the character of the late lieutenant-governor. And Committee 
desire most respectfully to submit to your Lordship’s consideration an 
expression of their hope, that the stigma unjustly cast _ Captain 
Stockenstrom, in consequence of erroneous information, will be removed, 
by effacing from the records of the colonial office everything that is dis- 
[etnias oun fealingn’ and in the view of tho pablic, to bia arving Hi 

in his own feeli in the view o ic, to hi i or 
fag Bou po gow comme nag ely reas ity. 
n behalf of the Committee, I have the honour to be, my 

Your most obedient humble servant, 


J. H. TREDGOLD, Secretary. 
Office of the Anti-Slavery Society, 


January 2, 1840. 
Correspondence. 


FAILURE OF THE CROP IN BRITISH GUIANA. 
To the Editors of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. . 
Sirs,—I have for some time been waiting fora moment of leisure to draw 
the attention of our abolition friends through the to various im- 
rtant topics connected with the present condition of the labouring ay 
lation in British Guiana, and the future prospects of that fine colony ; 
numerous and important public engagements have hitherto prevented my 
ing my design into execution. On my return from France, however, 
T trast shall be able to devote a few days to these points, with the view 
of showing the causes which have been in o ion there, and which have 
led to Fae failure of the sugar crop this year. In the meantime, [ 
beg to call your attention to three very im t despatches, forwarded to 
the colonial department by Governor Light. The first refers to the 
unpropitious ames which the _— had = encounter in securing 204 
crops ear; the second to the amount shipping employed in 
carryin Poor between this country and Guiana ; the third to the 
price of properties sold during the last year, not to speculators, but to 
residents in the colony, who knew their value, and who have thus shown 
the no pringtk they entertain of the outcry raised, for the worst purposes, 
against bouring population. 
. I am, Sirs, your’s respectfully, 


JOHN SCOBLE. 
London, 22nd January, 1840. 











DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR LIGHT TO THE MARQUIS OF 
NORMANBY. : 
Governor’s Residence, Demerara, 26th April, 1839. 
My Lorp, 


I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Custom-house 
quarter of 


been excessively favourable 
@ respite from excessive 
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; the trenches, having no supply, have been exhausted, and the 
? AOS, | +) : 
= bien lol’ Gacat beaen the impossibility of conv » to the 
, is the chief cause of the lepagpahsbete bss st quarter, 
hd the peasantry, to which some of the planters are 
feeling, not to say devotion, of the negros on many of the 
estates, bas'biaks tinted stgbegly within the last three Ge bur weekh, in 
the alarming progress of the conflagration of the woods and 
which form a belt round most of the estates, and are either 
se from the cultivation by trenches or creeks. Upwards of seventy 
in Demerara alone, are at this moment smoking, or in flames, or 
destroyed ; two or three estates on the west coast of the river Demerara 
.e suffered much from the progress of the fire. The same fire rages 
in other parts of the colony, but not to such extent. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed ) HENRY LIGHT. 
[Note-—His Excellency, the governor, might have very properly added 
two additional facts, of which all the plantersin Guiana are aware, namely, 
that, during the extraordinary drought which prevailed, and which con- 
tinded for many weeks after the above despatch was written, the canals, 
trenches, and ins connected with estates were deepened and cleansed, 
to a much greater extent than had been done for many years past, and 
much work of that kind, which had been neglected in past years, was then 
ped and secondly, that, in consequence of the heavy rains in the 
of 1838, followed by the long and severe drought of 1839, the canes 
were so greatly injured that, on some estates, the yield of saccharine 
matter was_not two-thirds, and on others, not one-half of former years.] 
Governor’s Residence, Demerara, 28th May, 1839. 


FE| 


: 
F 
i 


ai 
ff 


My Lorp, 

Ihave thought it my duty to obtain a comparative return from the Custom 
Office of the number and tonnage of vessels inwards and cleared outwards, 
for the years 1836, 1837, and 1838, which I have the honor to forward to 
your Lordship, adding a few observations on the different data. 

ist. The increasing demand of British Guiana for manufactured goods, 
and other supplies, has occasioned an additional tonnage inwards of 10,618 
tons, as com with that of the year 1836, and of 4270 tons, as com- 
pared with that of the year 1857. 

2nd. The number of vessels outwards in ballast, is no criterion of the 
extent of the deficiency of export, because the importation will for several 
Succeeding years, in all probability, require a larger tonnage than the 
exports, even though these latter should be equal to their amount in days 
of slavery ; and this cannot be, unless there is an influx of labourers; in- 
asmuch, as the women will most probably not labour in the field as con- 
stantly as they have heretofore done. 

3rd, The tonnage outwards in ballast is not of ships usually trading to 
this country, as maybe inferred from the circumstance, that the vessels in 

uestion did not return to the _ whence they came, but proceeded for 
the most part to the States of America, or, being vessels coming from the 
States or British ions, having disposed of their c of lumber, 
provisions, &c., obtained dollars to purchase cargoes elsewhere. 

4th, It is presumed that the real decrease in the outward tonnage is 
about 10,000 tons in 1838, as compared with 1837, and this decrease is not 
greater than the events of last year rendered probable. 

I trust these remarks will enable your Lordship to judge of the real 


grounds for the outcry made by interested persons against the diminishing 


resources of the colony. 
T have, &c. 
- ) HENRY LIGHT. 

{ Note.—His Excellency ot further have stated, that, in consequence of 
the circumstances before alluded to, which not only affected the amount of 
the crop, but which delayed its ingathering, vessels left in ballast for other 
coloniés, for freight, in the first half-year of 1839. It is both unfair and 
unjust, if not worse, to attribute to indolence on the part of the negros, 
that which can be readily accounted for by a reference to providential and 


natural causes. } 


My Lorp, . 

A perusal of the valuation of the undermentioned estates, since the Ist 
of August, will convince your Lordship and Her Majesty’s government 
that emancipation has not diminished the prices of property, the best proof 
of the confidence in the steady prospects of the colony :— 

Plantation Zelandia, on Walkenhaam, Essequibo: £42,000. was offered 
to the proprietor, residing on the spot ; was accepted, but the day following 
the proprietor begged to be permitted to recal his assent ; 1839. 

i Plantation Allness, Berbice, sold in 1839 for £28,000, its full value, un- 
diminished by the emancipation of the labourers. 

Plantation Thomas, Demerara, sold seven or eight years ago, for £9,000 ; 
purchased since the emancipation for £20,000. 

Plantation Vrow Anna, Leguan island, Essequibo, sold in 1839 for 
£35,000, its full value, undiminished by the emancipation. 

Plantation Aberdeen, Essequibo, sold for £20,000 in 1839, a larger 
price than was paid for it eight or nine years ago by the seller. 

Plantation Friendship, Demerara, cotton and plantains, sold in 1839 
for a greater price than was paid for it in 1833 or 1834. 

Plantation Windsor Forest, Demerara, for £42,000., the full value, an- 
diminished by emancipation. 

Plantation Profit, Demerara, sold ” its full value, undiminished by 
emancipation. have, &c. 

(Signed) ; HENRY LIGHT. 
Note.—Zelandia belongs to W.Arrindell, Esq., whose complaints of the 
of the colony have loud and uent, not only at public meet- 
ings, but in the Combined Court; yet we find this man, after having obtained 
a of his estate at a splendid sum, not only recalling his assent 
to the sale, but willing to risk his fortune under the free system! Can we 
have a better refutation of the idle tales propagated through the press of 
‘the ruin of the colony? : 
- It is a remarkable fact, that whilst all the estates enumerated in the 
above list have sold for their full value, (undiminished by the emancipa- 
‘tion of the labourers, who, under the system of slavery, formed part of the 
“estimated value of the properties to which they were aisacaie) several of 
» them have realized a much larger 'price than could be obtained for them 
’ dufing the palmy days of slavery ; inother words, the value of plantations 
ish Guiana at the present time is equal, if not greater, without 
than it was formerly with them !] 


Governor’s Residence, Demerara, June 26th, 1839. 
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PERSECUTION IN JAMAICA. 


HE attention of the Friends of Religion, Justice, and Freedom, 

is earnestly solicited to certain iniquitous proceedings which have 

recently taken place in Jamaica, which, if. not — and vigorously met, 

threaten not only the ruin of those against whom they have been directed, 

but the destruction of that liberty which has been purchased for the Negro 
at so costly a sacrifice. 

At the Assizes for the county of Cornwall, held at Montego Bay in July 
last, various actions were brought, under different pretexts, against several 
well-known friends of the labouring classes in that Island. Amongst the 
victims of these proceedings were a Clergyman of the Church of England, 
2 Missionary belonging to the Baptist Society, and some of the magistrates 
pone f pot for the protection of emancipated population, in 
each of which cases the jurors decided against the party accused, and 
in most of them with enormous damages, under circumstances which 
can leave no doubt that the design is to ruin those whose hatred of 
oppression has rendered them obnoxious to the enemies of freedom. 

At the same Assizes, a criminal information, filed by order of the Court 
against the Editor of a local newspaper for grossly defaming a Baptist 
minister, was tried, and the jury, without the formality of retiring to con- 
sider their vercict, immediately acquitted the defendant, contrary to the 
express direction of the Chief Justice, and the plaintiff was left with 
his injuries unredressed, and a heavy amount of legal expenses to pay. 

These violent and reckless proceedings appear to have produced a 
greater excitement than has been known in the island since the insur- 
rection in 1832. 

The N _— behave with admirable moderation, but they feel most 
deeply at the prospect of their best friends and protectors, of whom it 
was once sought to deprive them by brute force, now falling victims to the 
more specious, but not less effectual weapons of oppression, in the form of 
legal proceedings. : 

The juries on these occasions were almost wholly composed of persons 
belonging to a class who have uniformly and bitterly opposed the abo- 
lition of slavery, and the friends of the Anti-Slavery cause, and there is no 
hope whatever of obtaining justice for the parties against whom these 
verdicts have been given, but by an appeal to the Court of Error in the 
Island, and, if requisite, to the ultimate tribunal in this country, which 
will involve heavy legal expenses in addition to those already incurred. 

To meet these expenses, an earnest appeal is now made to the liberality 
of the British public. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed a Committee, with power 
to add to their number, to lay the particulars of these atrocious proceedings 
fully before the public, to promote subscriptions for the purposes contem- 
plated, and for similar cases of oppression, and to superintend the appro- 
priation of the funds collected. 

COMMITTEE. 

Samvet Gurney, Esq. Treasurer. 
Charles Lushington, Esq. M.P. Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds. 
T. F. Buxton, Esq. William Chapman, Esq. Newcastle- 
William Allen, Esq. upon-Tyne. 
Rev. John Dyer. Isaac Bass, Brighton. 
George Stacey, Esq. J. B. Pease, Esq. Darlington. 
G. W. Alexander, Esq. R. D. Alexander, Esq. Ipswich. 
Rev. I. J. Freeman. Wm. D. Crewdson, Esq. Kendal. 
Robert Forster, Esq. W. T. Blair, Esq. Bath. 
W. B. Gurney, Esq. Wm. Wilson, Esq. Nottingham. 
Joseph Cooper, Esq. John Cropper, Esq. Liverpool. 
John Scoble, Esq. Rev. John Birt, Manchester. 


Jacob Post, Esq. G. H, Head, Esq. Carlisle. 

Rev. J. Woodwark. Joseph Eaton, Esq. Bristol. 

Thomas Clarkson, Esq. Playford | Richard Rathbone, Esq. Liverpool. 
Hall, near Ipswich. J. Marriage, jun. Esq. Chelmsford. 


Joseph Sturge, Esq. Birmingham. 
J.T. Price, Esq. Neath. 
James Whitehorne, Esq, Bristol. 


Henry Sparkes, Esq. Exeter. 
Jon. Backhouse, Esq. Darlington. 





fad 
Amount already advertised . 0 . . ‘ - 1227 7 O 
J. L. Angus, Esq. Newcastle-on-Tyne . . . . 100 
Rey. John Bartlett, Marnwood Salop ‘ . 1 00 
Wn. Ball, Esq. Kendal . . . ° : ‘ 5 0 0 
W.D. Crewdson, Esq. Ditto . ‘ ° adi. se 5 0 0 
W. D. Crewdson, jun. Esq. Ditto . . . SOC Se 5 0 0 
Wm. Chapman, Esq. Newcastle-on-Tyne ; é ° 5 0 0 
James Finlay, Esq. ditto ‘ee oe : : : 2 0 0 
John Fenwick, Esq. ditto eS ° 20 0 
Wm. Goodchild, Esq. Ipswich pte 54 oo wits 100 
Michael Longridge, Esq. Newcastle-on-Tyne Fs 5 0 0 
J. C. Lamb, Esq. ditto . : 2° 0.0 
Rev. J. Nottige, Ipswich . . . . ° ° ee) 
Jonathan Priestman, Esq. Newcastle-upon-Tyne . ° 20 0 
James Ransome, Esq. Ipswich . Ae ee ete 200 
Robert Ransome, Esq. ditto . ° ‘ . ‘ é 100 
George Thomas, Esq. Bristol . + + +» « - 20 0 0 
Jacob Wakefield, Esq. Kendal P ‘ ; ‘ d 10 0 O 
John Wekefield, Esq. ditto . ° ot: Brace ° i . ; 


Rigby Wason, Esq. Ipswich * + + + 
Subscriptions will be received at the following places :— 

Samuel Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, Lombar-street. 

Messrs. Herries, Farquhar, and Co. St, James’s-street. 

Messrs. Drewett and Fowler, Bankers, Princes-street, City. 

Messrs. Hanburys, Taylor, and Lloyd, Bankers, Lombard-street. 

Baptist Missionary Society’s Office, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street. | 

J. H. Tredgold, Esq., Secretary to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 

Society, 27, New Broad-street, or by any of the Members of the Com- 

mittee. Henry Srerry, Sec. 


27, New Broad Street. 





Prin LILIA N a RicHARD BARRETT, JuN., of 18, Mark Lane, 
nay ay Baker Ail Hallows ‘Staining, and City of London : and Published by 
Lanceor Wis», of 18, Catherine Street, Strand, in the Pere of B- er 
le-Strand, and City of Westminster, at 13, Catherine Street, Strand, aforesaid.— 
January doth, 1840, 
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